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2009 Celebration of Writing Contest

Congratulations to the winners of our 2009 Celebration of Writing Contest. Our writing contest judges this year were Adam Sol, winner of the Trillium Award for Poetry, and Judy and David Gershon.  They tackled the difficult task of selecting winners from all of our entries this year.  
Thank you to all who entered your poetry. We hope that you will send us your writing again next year!

	Category
	Name
	Title of Poem
	School/City

	Primary
	Saskia Laufer

	Fall
	The Mabin School, Toronto

	Junior
	Caroline B. Tehrani
	There’s No Place Like Home

	Mary Ward Catholic School, Niagara Falls

	Intermediate


	Carolyn McPherson

	The Moon’s Mirror

	Whitney Jr. Public School, Toronto

	Senior
	Isabel Francolini
	Sand Castles
	Branksome Hall, Toronto

	Teacher
	Anita Gormley
	The Tuffet and the Spider
	Huttonville Public School, Brampton


We wish to send a special thank you to Adam Sol and Judy and David Gershon for their time and energy given to judging and for Judy and David Gershon’s talents and efforts in creating a CD of the winning entries. We deeply appreciate their creative talents, selection of music, and accomplished readings of the poetry.  We send additional thanks to Ron Boyd for the lively and attractive CD cover. 

Have a look at our website at http://torontoreadingcouncil.ca/winners.php to hear the winning poems, read by Judy and David Gershon, and to see the judges’ comments on the poems. 
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Dr. Larry’s Summer Reading - 2009
The following list will keep you entertained over the summer, and will provide your students with engaging and stimulating reading.

Three Picture Books:


Three Novels:

	Egghead by Caroline Pignat

This Canadian first novel examines the psychological underpinnings of bullying by presenting the story from three different points of view. Katie and Devan represent two aspects of the bystander role and their relationship with Will Reid, a gawky grade nine student who is being tormented by a bully. 




Three Poetry Anthologies


Three Professional Resources


	Good Choice! Supporting independent reading and response, K-6 by Tony Stead

Literacy specialist, Tony Stead outlines the components that foster successful independent reading programs by considering routines, resources, and response strategies to support young readers in their choices of texts. 


Toronto Reading Council and OISE/University of Toronto’s Department of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning

Present
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In, Out and About Text:

A Conference
Featuring Children’s and Young Adult Authors:

Shane Peacock (The boy Sherlock Holmes series), 
Richard Scarsbrook (Featherless Bipeds), Bill Slavin (The Stone Lion), John Cooper (Shadow Running), and 
Veronika Martenova Charles (The Birdman) 

and Classroom Teachers who have used the authors’ books with their students, together with 
Trevor Owen, program director of Writers in Electronic Residence
Saturday October 17, 2009
OISE/University of Toronto 5th Floor

252 Bloor Street West, Toronto
Enjoy workshops, book displays, a bag lunch, door prizes, and a chance to hobnob with the authors
For more information, please contact Kerrie Kennedy at kerriejk@live.ca
Conference Schedule

· 8:30 – 9:00  Registration, continental breakfast and book browsing
· 9:00 - 10:15 Authors’ panel with authors reading from their work

· 10-15 – 11:00 Break and book browsing
· 11:00 - 12:00 Workshops with Bill Slavin, John Cooper and Shane Peacock
· 12:00 -12:40  Break and book browsing
· 12:45 - 1:45 Workshops with Veronika Martenova Charles, Richard Scarsbrook and Trevor Owens from WIER
· 1:45 – 2:15 Author signing, hobnobbing and door prizes
	Registration Form for In, Out and About Text!

October 17, 2009

Name:_________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________

Please check one: 

(    )  $30 per Person

(   )  $ 10 for full time students

(    )  $20 per person for groups of five or more

Please complete this form and enclose a cheque payable to the Toronto Reading Council.

Send to: Kerrie Kennedy, 80 Dolores Rd., Toronto, Ontario, M3L 2B3




Plan Ahead – 
Coming to Toronto this Spring ....
Nell Duke
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Nell Duke will be the keynote speaker at our TRC/ OISE  April 10, 2010 conference presenting on: Building Comprehension of Informational Text. 
Nell K. Duke is an associate professor of teacher education and educational psychology and co-director of the Literacy Achievement Research Center (LARC) at Michigan State University. 

Her work focuses on early literacy development, particularly among children living in poverty. 
Her specific areas of expertise include : 





: development of informational literacies in young children, 




          : comprehension development and instruction in early schooling, 




          : issues of equity in literacy education. 
She is the recipient of : the American Educational Research Association Early Career Award




   : National Reading Conference Early Career Achievement Award




   : International Reading Association Dina Feitelson Research Award




   : National Council of Teachers of English Promising Researcher Award




   : International Reading Association Outstanding Dissertation Award. 
Don’t miss your opportunity to share in the thoughts and insights of this education innovator when she visits Toronto this spring. 
And Don’t Miss Our Fabulous New Website!

www.torontoreadingcouncil.ca
The Toronto Reading Council is reaching out to its membership through a new online location. We are pleased to announce the launch of our new website:

· Upcoming conferences

· Be the first to know about themes for our next conference

      °     See comments participants gave about our previous conference
· Writing Contest

· Read the work of our past winners or listen to their work being read by children’s performers Judy and David

· Find out more about our next writing contest and deadlines for your submission

· Bulletin Board

· Read about current topics that affect educators today

· Newsletter

· Pursue our newsletter in its digital form

· Membership Information

· Print off your registration form

· Receive conference savings for becoming a Toronto Reading Council member (student membership option available)

· Photo Gallery

· View pictures from our previous events

· Contact Us

· Let us know about your ideas for conferences, best classroom practices or any other aspect of education that you would like to share with our members!
www.torontoreadingcouncil.ca
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Dear members and those who would be:





Spring fever is taking its toll.  The outdoors beckons and my thoughts are scattered like seeds drifting in the wind.  But today I have taken myself in hand and directed myself to write to you.  This past year at the TRC has been very busy.  Our inspiring fall authors’ conference was followed by our April conference with Rosalie Fink.  She assured us that the passions and interests of our struggling readers are often the keys that open the doors to their reading.  These were hopeful and helpful words on a fine spring day.





Like this season of new growth, we are bursting with plans for our fall and spring conferences.  Yes, we’re reprising our October authors’ conference, In, Out and About Text.  I am confident that our authors’ panel will once again charm you with their stories, humour and wit.  Certainly, without fail, they and their teacher partners will mesmerize you with ideas and plans for using their books in the classroom.  It will be another day of practical, usable and realistic classroom applications.  What better way can there be to learn more about teaching?





Nell Duke might be another answer to that last question.  She will be our keynote speaker in April when we come together for In, Out and About Non-fiction.  Teaching our students to read, comprehend and interpret non-fiction is critical.  The research tells us that this a much neglected area in classrooms everywhere.  How unfortunate.  When we consider our own daily reading consumption, the reading of non-fiction (letters, bills, newspapers, memos, magazines, professional books, manuals and emails) far outweighs the time that most of us devote to the reading of fiction.  Nell Duke will help us come to grips with the skill sets that are essential for our students to master the world of non-fiction.





We have much to look forward to in the ensuing months.  In the meantime enjoy the hours and days of leisure that await you at the end of road.





Carol Jupiter











The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle





This time-loved masterpiece is being presented in a WOW! Pop-up version to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the picture book classic. 














 Birds by Kevin Henkes; Ill. Laura Dronzek





The New York Times called this ‘the perfect picture book’.  An appealing non-fiction read for beginning readers.  





The art is by Henkes wife, Laura Dronzek (I prefer Henkes as an artist (see; Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse)








 No! by David McPhail





Except for one word (No!) this wordless picture book for all ages tells the story about a boy who sets out to deliver a letter and witnesses acts of war along the way. 








All the Broken Pieces by Ann E. Burg





I’m very fond of the free-verse format.  This first time author tells the story of Matt Pin who was lifted out of war-torn Vietnam and is adopted by an American family.  





A very moving perspective on the lasting impact of war along with the power of healing through loving relationships.  So far my choice for Newbery 2010.











 The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman





Winner of the Newbery Medal, 2009. A young boy grows up among the citizens of the Graveyard in this novel by the author of Coraline. 





Gaiman has written another fantasy thriller, grim and dark and terrifying and gory – if you like that kind of thing.








 Orangutan Tongs by Jon Agee





OK, this one’s silly (and not great poetry), but kids will likely have fun with these poems to tangle your tongue. (e.g., Should you shove a surly soldier/ In the surly soldier’s shoulder…)








Hip Hop Speaks to Children: A celebration of poetry with a beat by Nikki Giovanni (editor)





A banquet of titles  by African-American poets (e.g. Eloise Greenfield, Lucille Clifton, Maya Angelou) and singers (Tupac Shakur, Queen Latifah). A bonus of this collection is a CD which features over 30 performances from the book.








A Foot in the Mouth by Paul Janeczko; Ill. Chris Rashka





The third in a series of poetry anthologies, this collection is subtitled “Poems to Speak, Sing and Shout.” Hooray for poetry ‘out loud’. 


 





 Teaching Fairly in an Unfair World by Kathleen Gould Lundy





Kathy Lundy is committed to building inclusive classrooms where students feel safe and this resource offers educators a range of challenging- open-ended events that give students ‘voice’ and help them to better understand themselves and their world. 








Good Books Matter by Shelley Stagg Peterson and Larry Swartz





Yes, good books matter and these two authors help teachers, librarians and parents choose and use children’s literature to help students grow as readers. 
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